Exploring Library Databases

Learning goal

This activity allows students to explore databases together and practice using different database
features. Students will also reflect on how databases are useful and why they might need to use a
specific database for their research.

Time

This activity can take anywhere from 15 to 25 minutes, depending on how much time you want to
give students to explore a database and share their experience.

Materials

e Students will need laptops or a device to access the UT Libraries’ website
(https://lib.utk.edu)

e In an online class, students can post observations asynchronously on a discussion board or
a discussion tool like Padlet (https://padlet.com)

Instructions

See the next pages for an example of what this activity could look like with an article and non-article
database.

1. Choose a number of databases for students to explore. Three or four is often a good
number, depending on how many students are in the class and what’s useful for your
specific context.

2. Divide students into groups. Give each group a database to explore. Students can access
databases from the Articles & Databases page on the library website. If not on campus,
students will need to log in with their net-ID and password.

3. Give students 10 minutes to explore the databases in their groups. You can give them more
or less time as necessary.

4. As students are exploring the databases, they can answer these questions:

a. What's a feature of this database that you like?
b. What's something about this database that could be challenging?
c. How might this database be useful for your research?

5. After students have explored the database, ask them to share what they learned and their
experiences using the database.

a. This will take between 10 and 15 minutes depending on what you ask students to
share and how many groups you have.



https://lib.utk.edu/
https://padlet.com/
https://libguides.utk.edu/databases

Example with an article database -- ERIC

This is an example of what the activity could look like with an article database, like ERIC. This
Education database looks and functions like any database that you might use to find a journal
article. Databases like this one are good options for students to explore if they need articles for an
assignment, if they’re learning about disciplinary research, or if they are new to research in general.
Check out the library’s Articles and Databases page (https:/libguides.utk.edu/databases) for other
databases by discipline. ERIC is listed under Most Popular Databases as well as under the General
Topics and Education subjects.

For the activity, students should type in keywords and see a results page. You can have all groups
use the same keywords, or you can have groups use their own keywords. As they explore, students
might notice the number of results, the filters they can use to narrow their results, the embedded
chat box, or how to access articles.
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Example with a non-article database -- PolicyMap

This is an example of what the activity could look like with a non-article database, like PolicyMap.
This database looks and functions a little differently because it focuses on data, not articles, as
content. Databases like this one are a good option for students to explore if they need to find
sources other than books or articles. Check out the library’s Articles and Databases page
(https://libguides.utk.edu/databases) for other databases by source type. PolicyMap is listed under
the Statistical Data source type.

For the activity, students can type in a word or phrase that matches the kind of content they’re
looking for. For example, PolicyMap visualizes data, so students will need to search for some kind of
data. They might notice the different options for viewing data, the map visualizations, the ability to
view different data points at once, and the data categories near the top of the page.
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